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COMMUNITY FORESTRY
IN THE UNITED STATES

Learning from the Past,
Crafting the Future

By Mark Baker and Jonathan Kusel
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Across the United States, people are developing new relationships with the forest ecosystems on

which they depend, with a common goal of improving the health of the land and the well-being of their

communities. Practitioners and supporters of what has come to be called community forestry are

challenging current approaches to forest management as they seek to end the historical disfranchisement

of communities and workers from forest management and the all-too-pervasive trends of long-term dis-

investment in ecosystems and human communities that have undermined the health of both.

COMMUNITY FORESTRY IN THE UNITED STATES (Island Press, January 2003, Cloth: $50.00

ISBN: 1-55963-983-0, Paper: $25.00 ISBN: 1-55963-984-9) is an analytically rigorous and historically

informed assessment of this new movement. It examines the current state of community forestry through

a grounded assessment of where it stands now and where it might go in the future. The book not only

clarifies the state of the movement, but also suggests a trajectory and process for its continued

development.

Mark Baker is research associate and Jonathan Kusel is founder and director of Forest Community

Research, a nonprofit organization based in the Sierra Nevada of California, dedicated to advancing

community well-being and community-based approaches to resource stewardship through research,

education, and practice.
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About Island Press and Shearwater Books
For more than a decade, Island Press has been a leading publisher of books about the environment for professionals, students, and
general readers.  Our titles reflect the breadth and immediacy of global environmental problems and the range of appropriate
responses to them, from solutions-oriented books for working professionals to books on ideas that inform and inspire. Shearwater
Books, established in 1992 as an imprint of Island Press, explores through literary nonfiction and autobiography, the relationship
of nature, science, and human culture.
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For further information about COMMUNITY FORESTRY IN THE UNITED STATES, to request

additional review copies, or to arrange an interview with Mark Baker or Jonathan Kusel, please contact

Emily Turner at 202/232-7933 x24 or via e-mail at eturner@islandpress.org.

If you review or otherwise include Community Forestry in the United States in your publication, please forward two

tearsheets to:

Emily Turner, Island Press, 1718 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20009.

Advance Praise for Community Forestry in the United States:

“This book is a comprehensive and compelling analysis of the development, promises, and pitfalls of
the community forestry movement.  Community Foresty in the United States demonstrates

convincingly the necessary links among sustainable forests, sustainable communities, and democratic
governance.”

—Hanna Cortner, Ecological Restoration Institute, Northern Arizona Univeristy

“Baker and Kusel capture the richness, vitality, and challenge of community forestry, American
forestry’s most significant breakthrough in a century.  Their illumination of the community forestry

movement—history, concept, strategy, and action—is unsurpassed.  Their analysis of the movement’s
critical issues will greatly accelerate problem-solving and coalescence with other movements that
treat social justice and community capacity as keys to economic and environmental well-being.”

—Jeff Romm, Professor of resource and environmental policy, University of California, Berkeley
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